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332 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. VII. 

The Psychology of the Emotions. By Th. Ribot, Professor of the College 
of France, Editor of the Revue Philosophique. The Contemporary 
Science Series. London, Walter Scott ; New York, Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1897. — pp. xix, 455. 

This volume presents M. Ribot' s work in a form easily accessible to 
English readers. The translation does not call for special remark, but it 
may be well to give some account of M. Ribot' s general position. The 
book is divided into two parts. The first deals with the nature and condi- 
tions of pleasure-pain and emotion. The second deals with the special 
emotions. The simple emotions are here treated in detail, and an attempt 
is made to show how the complex emotions are derived from the primary 
forms. In this connection the moral and social feelings, the intellectual, 
aesthetic, and religious sentiments are discussed at length. The Introduc- 
tion to Part I and the conclusion give the author's general standpoint. 

M. Ribot' s fundamental conception is that " the foundation of the affec- 
tive life is appetite or its contrary, that is to say movement or arrest of 
movement ; that it is at its root an impulse, a tendency, an act in the 
nascent or complete state, independent of intelligence, which has nothing 
to do with it and may not even be present" (p. 438). Will, regarded as 
tendency to act or impulse in general, is the basis of consciousness in every 
animal. ' ' At the first moment desire is anterior to all experience, to every 
consideration of pleasure or pain ; it acts as a blind force, it is a vis a 
tergo, a propulsion only explicable by the physical or mental organism. 
It must necessarily act at once without knowing whither it goes, else it would 
act too late or not at all. At the second moment it is guided by experi- 
ence and rests on proved pleasure or pain, seeking the one and avoiding 
the other. Blind impulse, when it reaches its end, finds its satisfaction 
there, and seeks it anew because it is pleasant" (p. 442). All those who do 
not profess this ' physiological' theory are vaguely classed as ' intellectu- 
alists. ' The intellectualist thesis is that states of feeling ' ' are secondary or 
derived ; the qualities, modes, or functions of knowledge ; they only exist 
through it ; they are confused intelligence." Against this view the author 
insists that "feelings are primitive and autonomous" (p. vi). This does 
not mean apparently that pleasure, pain, and emotion are irreducible facts. 
Indeed they are explicitly asserted to be the consequences of the satisfac- 
tion or arrest of impulse. By ' feeling' or ' sensibility' M. Ribot under- 
stands "the faculty of tending or desiring and consequently of experiencing 
pleasure or pain" (p. 2). Every feeling offers a double aspect — the ex- 
ternal motor manifestation and the internal hedonic effect. As the latter 
proceeds from the former, the "primacy of feeling" means really the pri- 
macy of will. 

This is in many respects an attractive position, but the author does not de- 
velop his point of view or add anything new to its defense. He speaks rather 
ambiguously, moreover, on the relation between emotion and impulse. At 
the outset he declares that he adopts without restriction the James-Lange 
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theory, and we frequently find the assertion that emotions are derived from 
needs and instincts (cf. pp. vii, 194). But, in criticising the James theory, 
M. Ribot tells us that it is wrong to speak of any causal relation between 
the motor manifestations and the psychical fact we call emotion. " The 
Aristotelian formula of matter and form seems to meet the case better, if we 
understand by ' matter' corporeal facts and by ' form' the corresponding 
psychical state" (p. 112). Generally speaking, emotion seems to give the 
author a good deal of trouble. It is a complex of different elements, and yet 
a state of consciousness suigeneris (pp. 12, 15). Again, " while joy and grief 
present all the characters which constitute an emotion' ' they must not be 
classed with the emotions, for they are identical in nature with physical 
pleasure and pain, " and we should then have to class pleasure and pain 
among the primitive emotions" (pp. 15, 16). This seems to indicate that 
the distinction between pleasure-pain in general and emotion is rather ob- 
scure, and the author's conflicting statements on this point seem to bear 
out this conclusion (cf. pp. 12, 132, 197, 47, 133). 

The book as a whole is clearly written and suggestive. The author has 
a keen eye for the difficulties of a position and raises difficulties that are fre- 
quently ignored. Nevertheless the reader will probably feel that there is a 
certain lack of precision and consistency throughout. This, however, is 
doubtless due in large measure to the fact that the psychology of feeling is 
at present in a transition state. 

David Irons. 

Zur Lehre vom Gemiith. Von Johannes Rehmke, Professor der Philo- 
sophic zu Greifswald. Berlin, R. Salinger, 1898. — pp. iv, 122. 
In this compact and systematic treatise Professor Rehmke investigates 
the mental phenomena which are indicated in German by the term Gemuth. 
Whenever this word is used, feeling (Gefiikl) is always implied, and the in- 
quiry therefore begins with an examination of feeling. At the outset the 
author proves that feeling is not itself a concrete individual, and can only be 
conceived as the determination of a psychical individual, i. e., a conscious- 
ness. Being a particular determination of an individual, it is necessarily 
found in conjunction with other particular determinations. It is always 
united with cognition, though in itself it is always simple. Pleasure and 
pain are never at the same time present in consciousness, and the feeling 
of the moment is never a compound of elementary feelings. These views 
spring from the erroneous opinion that ' sensations ' are individual things, 
each of which has its special ' feeling-tone. ' But cognitive states, like feel- 
ings, are not independent entities. They are determinations of the con- 
sciousness-individual. Moreover, each sensation does not have a special 
feeling-tone attached to it. Feeling is an expression of the unity of the 
self, and is always determined by the cognitive totality present at the 
moment. 

Pleasure-pain exhibits no qualitative distinctions. Such states as fear, 



